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To  the  Chairman  Sc  Members  of 


CHARLTON  KINGS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  Sc  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 

circumstances  of  the  Urban  District. 

Included  in  the  Report  is  a section  by  Mr.W.L.Booy,  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector,  on  his  work  during  the  year. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population,  6020  shows 
an  increase  of  126  on  the  previous  year. 

There  were  77  births  in  the  District  making  the  crude  Birth 
Rate  12.8  live  births  for  1000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  the  current  rate  15.2  for  England  and  Wales,  and  with  13.1 
for  1953. 


Owing  to  the  high  proportion  of  elderly  people  in  the  District, 
the  Corrected  Birth  Hate,  1^.7  births  per  1000  of  the  population, 
should  be  used  for  purposes  of  comparison.  So  that  this 
adjusted  figure  can  be  obtained  the  Registrar  General  supplies  an 
Area  Comparability  Factor  (Birbhs)  1.15  for  the  District,  by 
which  the  crude  rate  should  be  multiplied. 

Eighty  two  people  died,  10  more  than  in  1953 » thus  the  Death 
Rate  is  13.6  per  1000  of  the  population.  Here  again  for  the 
reasons  stated  above,  the  Corrected  Death  Rate  10.1  should  be 
calculated. 

As  was  the  case  last  year  only  one  infant  under  one  year  of  age 
died  daring  the  year,  giving  a favourable  infantile  mortality,  at 
the  rate  of  13  deaths  per  1000  live  births,  as  compared  with  tte 
record  low  figure  of  25.5  for  England  and  Yifales  as  a whole. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  table  setting  out  the  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases,  that  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  during 
the  year,  117  cases  being  notified.  This  disease  has  a biennial 
incidence,  there  being  sufficient  immunes  in  the  year  after  an 
epidemic  to  prevent  an  outbreak.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  confirmed  and  both  made  a 
good  recovery. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  for  their  help,  and  to 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindness  smd  consideration. 

I am, Mr .Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

STEPHEN  KNIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August , 1955 
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CHA.RLTON  KINGS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICS  Al^TD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ••  5>599 

Regisbrar-General 's  esbimabe  of  mid-year 
populabion  (including  members  of  bhe 


Armed  Forces) 

6 

,020 

Number  of  Inhabibed  Houses  ( end  of  195'^) 

1 

,982 

Rabeable  Value  (ab  31.5.195?) 

iA7 

,741 

Sum  represenbed  by  a penny  rabe 

B198 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Tobal 

Male 

Female 

Legibimabe 

7^ 

28 

46 

Illegibimabe 

. 3.  _ 

1 

2 

Tobal 

77 

29 

43 

Birbh  Rabe  per  1,000  of  bhe  po|)ulabion  ... 

12.8 

At?ea  Comparabiliby  Facbor  (Birbhs)  ... 

1.15 

Correcbed  Birbh  Rabe  (12.8  x 1.15)  ... 

14.7 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legibimabe 

— 

— 

Illegibimabe 

— 

— 

— 

Sbill  Birbh  Rabe  per  1,000  of  bhe  populabio 

n 

- 

- 

DEATHS 

Tobal 

Male 

Female 

82 

36 

46 

Deabh  Rabe  per  1,000  of  bhe  populabion  ... 

13.6 

Area  Comparabiliby  Facbor  (Deabhs)  ... 

.74 

Correcbed  Deabh  Rabe  (12.8  x 0,7A)  ... 

10.1 

NO. 30.  DEATHS  FROM  FREON ANCY, CHILDBIRTH,  ABORTION  . 

NIL 

DEATHS  OF  INFAtTTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 
’Tl nf  a n b il  e Mor  bal  i by ) 

Tobal 

Male 

Female 

Legibimabe 

1 

1 

•• 

illegibimabe 

— 

— 

— 

Tobal 

1 

1 

All  infanbs  per  1,000  Live  Birbhs  ,o.l3.0 
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DEATFK  OF  HIP  ANTS  UNDER  4 V,rEEKS  OF  AGE 

(Neonabal  Morbaliby) 

Tobal 

Male 

Female 

Legi bimabe 

1 

1 

Illegibimabe 

- 

- 

- 

Tobal 

1 

1 

- 

Neonabal  Morbaliby  Rabe  pei?  1,000  live  birbhs  ... 

13.0 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  causes  of  deabh  in  bhe  follovHng 

bable 

are  classified 

under  bhe  Abbreviabed  Lisb  of  Inbernabional 

Sbabisbical  Classif icabion 

Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respirabory 

... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  obher 

— 

- 

Syphilibic  disease 

- 

- 

4,  Diphbheria 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

6.  I'leningococcal  infecbions 

- 

- 

7.  Acube  poliomyelibis 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

9.  Obher  infecbive  & parasibic  diseases 

1 

- 

lO.Malignanb  neoplasms,  sbomach 

- 

1 

ll.Malignanb  neoplasm, lung, bronchus 

- 

- 

IR.Malignanb  neoplasm, breasb 

- 

- 

Ip.Malignanb  neoplasm, uberus 

- 

1 

14. Obher  malignanb  & lymphabic  neoplasms 

3 

4 

15. Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

IG.Diabe  bes 

- 

- 

17. Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sysbem 

6 

14 

18. Coro nary  disease,  angina 

6 

3 

19 .Hyper bens  ion  wibh  hearb  disease 

2 

1 

20. Obher  hearb  disease 

2 

15 

21. Obher  circulabory  disease 

- 

1 

22.1nf luenza 

- 

- 

2 5. Pneumonia 

- 

1 

24, Bronchi  bis 

1 

25. Obher  diseases  of  bhe  respirabory  sysbem 

1 

- 

26. Ulcer  of  sbomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

27 . Gas bribis , enberibis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

28.Nephribis  and  nephrosis 

4 

— 

29. Hyperplasia  of  pros  babe 

2 

— 

50.Pregnancy  jChildbir  bh,abor bion 

— 

— 

31. Conge nibal  malf ormabions 

— 

— 

32. Obher  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

2 

33.Mobor  vehicle  accidenbs 

- 

— 

34 .All  obher  accidenbs 

1 

- 

35. Suicide 

2 

— 

36. Homicide  and  ope rab ions  of  war 

— 

•• 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  .. 

• 

36 

46 
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3IETH,  DEATH.  AI'ID  IHEANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 

'“If  ’tHE'  MS'JeICT  fOE  niE  UST  PIWl  TEaES 


Birbh.  Rabe(per  1,000  pop^*) 
Death  Rate  " " ” 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate (per 
1,000  live  births) (Dea ths  of 
infants  under  1 year) 
Neonatal  Mortality  Rate(per 
1,000  live  births) (Deaths  of 
Infants  uiifer  1 month) 


1951 

1952 

12^ 

13.7 

15.6 

10.9 

16.9 

14.4 

13.6 

13.1 

12.2 

12.8 

13.6 

1 — 1 

• 

C\i 

63.0 

35.0 

13.0 

13.0 

12.0 

A7.0 

35. 

13.0 

13.0 

FOR  COI'.g ARISON. THE  EIRIH, DEATH  8o  INRMTILE 

MRTi\LITY  RAIFS  FOR  ENGLAND  & WALES.EtC. 

””  ARE  GIVEN  :^L0¥ 


England 

8c  Vitales 

160  C.Bs. 

L Greab 

County 

of 

CHARLTON 

To  7/ns 

Glos . 

U.D. 

Live  Births 

15.2 

16.8 

15.8 

12,8 

Still  B ir ths 
(per  1,000  population) 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live  births) 

0.36 

25.5 

0.4 

29.02 

24.6 

13.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live  births) 

17.7 

16.3 

13.0 

Death  Ra  te 

(per  1,000  population^ 

11.3 

12.02 

11.2 

13.6 

PREVALMCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER . INFECT  IONS 

Afe  OTiTOR  nrSTilAS'Fff^ 


infections  Diseases  Notified  during  193'^ 

~ [Excluding  Tuber culo  sis ) 


25 

and 

Under 

Iz5 

5-15 

15-2^ 

upwards 

Total 

1 

Yr. 

m.F. 

M.  Fo 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

S'. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 - 

1 1 

_ — 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— — 

_ _ 

— — 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

2 3 

6 2 

— — 

- 

- 

9 

5 

J/fe  asles 

— 

1 

19.24. 

41.35 

— 

— 

60 

.58 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

~ — 

_ — 

1 - 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cerebro  spinal  fever- 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

- 

_ — 

- — 

— — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Non-paralytic 

- 

- 

1 - 

- - 

- - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Children  All  Persons 

0 - ^ 5“^  14 

Respirabory  2 

Meninges  & C.N.S.  ■ 

Obher  Forms  1 

Deabhs 

Respirabory  - - 

Meninges  & C.NoS,  - - 

Obher  Forms  - - 

Tuberculosis  Regis ber 

The  number  of  cases  on  bhe  regisber,  51sb .December  195^9  v-^as 
as  followss- 

Respirabory  C.N.S.  Obher  Forms  All  Forms 

Male_.  Femal"e.To  bal . Male.  Female  To bal . Tobal 

19  ■ 14  55 5 2 5 38 


Three  new  cases  of  buberculosis  came  bo  nobice,  bub  no  deabhs 
v;ere  abbribubed  bo  bhis  cause. 

Albhough  modern  breabmenb  has  broughb  aboub  a greab  decrease 
iu  bhe  number  of  pabienbs  dying  from  buberculosis  bhere  has  been 
llbble  decrease  in  bhe  number  of  new  cases,  and  bhere  is  no 
decrease  in  bhe  regisber  of  buberculous  persons,  so  bhab  bhe  risks 
of  inf  ecbion  remain  unchanged. 

Prevenbive  measures  are  essenbial  bo  conbrol  bhe  disease, 
conbacbs  from  cases  are  followed  up  and  bhe  Council  help  whenever 
nf^r'^.qsary  in  rehousing  af  flic  bed  families  so  bhab  infecbious 
pabienbs  can  have  bedrooms  bo  bhemselves. 

A Mass  Radiography  Unib  makes  regular  visibs  bo  bhe  Borough 
of  Cheibenham,  and  residenbs  of  bhe  Urban  Disbricb  can  avail 
bhemselves  of  bhis  service. 

These  measures  of  conbrol  are  direcbed  bo  finding  acbual 
cases,  and  prevenbing  bhe  spread  of  bhe  disease  from  known  sources 
of  inf  ecbion.  A Hev7  developmenb  is  bhe  use  of  B.C  .G.  Vaccina  bio  n. 

By  bhis  means  bhe  resisbance  of  a suscepbible  person  can  be  builb 
up  bo  wibhsband  inf ecbion  arising  from  conbacb  wibh  buberculous 
people . 
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B.C  .G.vaccinabion  is  no '^-’offered  bo  year  old  school  children 
so  bhab  bhey  Liay  be  probecbed  as  adolescenbs.  Young  people  are 
parbicularly  liable  bo  conbracb  buberculosis;  adolescence  is  a 
bime  of  sbress,  going  oub  bo  work  and  more  likelihood  of  meebing 
people  suffering  from  bhe  disease. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SB/IALLPOX 

The  following  bable  sebs  oub  bhe  debails  of  bhe  records  of 
vaccinabion  received  during  bhe  years 

13  or 

3 - lA  over  Tobal 

A 7 ^ 

16  16 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinabed  againsb  smallpox  conbinues 
bo  increase  slighbly,  AA  persons  being  vaccinabed  as  compared  wibh 
32  in  bhe  previous  year,  Twenby  nine  infanbs  under  1 year  were 
vaccinabed  making  bhe  accepbance  rabe  for  children  in  bhis  group 

37%. 


Under 


Vaccinabion  29 
Re-vaccinabion 


1 

2 


2 - A 


2 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


AIbhough  immunisabion  was  in  abeyance  for  several  monbhs 
owing  bo  bhe  presence  of  cases  of  poliomyelibis  in  bhe  localiby 
33  children  under  13  years  of  age  vi/ere  im.munised.  The  records 
show  bhab  68%  of  children  in  bhis  age  group  are  immunised. 


Only  bhirbynine  babies  were  immunised  in  bheir  firsb  year, 
bhe  objecb  of  bhe  Diphbheria  Immunisabion  Campaign  is  bo  increase 
bhis  proporbion  bo  75%.  Ib  is  only  by  bhis  means  bhab  we  can 
ensure  bhab  bhere  will  be  no  oubbreak  of  diphbheria. 


Diphbheria  Immunisabion( In  relabion  bo  child 

populabion ) 

Number  of  children  who  had  complebed  a full  course  of 
immunisabion  ab  a^^^bime  up  bo  31sb , December  195A, 


Age  ab  31.12,3A. 
i,e,born  in  years— 


1,  2.  3. 

IS  111  3^0 


5-9. 

»A9-»A3 


10  - lA 

*AA-19M. 


Number  Immunised s - 31  AS  A9  38  337 289 

Tobal  Number  Immunised  3^2 

Esbimabed  mid-year  populabion-  1220 

Number  of  children 

immunised  in,. 193^.  1933.  1932.  1931.  1930.  I9A9.  I9A8.  19A7. 

Primary  33  60  38  73  50  56  98  80 

Mainbenance  77  33  7A  A2  69  83  A3  9 
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FOOD  AITD  DRUGS  ACT.  19^8  - CLEM  FOOD 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified;  they  were  separate 
(isolnt..c'  c;s'.s,  . 

The  foodshops  are  inspected  regularly  and  the  traders 
co-operate  quite  readily  in  keeping  clean  premises  and  observing 
clean  methods. 

T(/obtain  and  maintain  hygienic  practices  people  must  insist 
on  cleanliness  in  the  handling  and  preparationof  food. 

MILK  MD  DAIRIES 

An  Order  was  made  by  the  Minister  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk, Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act  1950,  specifying  areas 
of  England  in  which  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  "specially 
designated"'  milk,  namely,  "'pasteurised",  "sterilised",  or 
"tuberculin,  tested",  from  1st. October  195'^» 

Among  the  areas  specified  was  one  known  as  Gloucester  and 
District,  which  included  the  Urban  District  of  Charlton  Kings. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCj.  ACT.  1948 

Section  47  t Removal  to  suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need 
of  Care  and  Attention, 

No  application  was  made  to  the  Court  under  this  Section  for 
the  removal  of  aged  or  infirm  people  living  in  insanitary 
circumstances  and  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not 
receiving  from  other  people,  proper  care  and  attention. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  a number  of  cases  of  this  type,  but 
the  Home  Help  Service  was  able  to  provide  for  the  need  of  some  of 
these  lonely  old  people  and  enable  them  to  carry  on  in  their  own 
homes , 

The  activity  of  the  Old  .People's  Club  is  xDar ticularly 
valuable  in  preventing' bad  conditions  arising.  Absentees  from 
the  meetings  are  visited,  and  help,  if  required,  is  given  at  an 
early  sta^  when  it  is  most  useful. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  is  maintaining  a register 
of  old  people  living  alone  in  the  area. 

They  are  visited  from  time  to  time  and  even  though  they  are 
not  members  of  the  Club  their  needs  ascertained,  and  help 
provi.ded  if  necessary. 
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gelnteral  provisions  for  health  services 


Ambulance  Serv ice 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  mainbained  by  bhe  Counby  Council 
and  is  obbained  from  Chelbenham  Conbrol  Sbabion  (belephone  nnmber 
Chelbenham  3112)  and  in  emergency  dialing  ”999"  or  "0"  bo  bhe 
local  exchange  and  ashing  for  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  smpplemenbed  by  a hospibal  car 
service  which  is  available  for  baking  pabienbs  bo  and  from 
appoinbmenbs  in  connecbion  wi bh  bhe  Nabional  Healbh  Service, 
providing  bhe  use  of  public  bransporb  is  nob  possible.  Requesbs 
for  bhis  service  should  be  made  bo  bhe  Conbrol  Sbabion  ab  Chelbenham 
and  ab  leasb  48  hours  no  bice  musb  be  given. 

Nursing  in  bhe  Home 

The  area  is  covered  by  bhe  Disbricb  Nursing  Associabion  under 
bhe  conbrol  of  bhe  Healbh  Commibbee  of  bhe  Counby  Council . Informa b ion 
is  available  from  bhe  Divjn  ional  Healbh  Office, Norbh  Easb  Area, 
Council  Offices, Charlbon  Kings  - belephone  number  Chelbentiam  357^6. 
Disbricb  Nurses 

Nurse  Clifford,  “Bermalee”,  Libble  Herberbs  Road, 

Charlbon  Kings.  Telephone  number  Chelbenham  32523* 

Child  We  If  are  Ce  n br  e s 


Meebings  of  bhe  Charlbon  Kings  Child  Welfare  Cenbre  are  held 
in  bhe  Holy  Aposbles  Church  Hall,  London  Road,  every  Tuesday  ab  2^3 

Home  Help  Service 

This  Service  is  organised  by  bhe  Counby  Council,  and  a charge 
is  made  according  bo  a scale  of  assessmenb. 

The  Home  Help  bakes  over  bhe  running  of  bhe  home  where  bhe 
housewife  is  bemporarily  incapacibabed  bhivjugh  illness. 

As  no bed  elsewhere,  bhe  Service  is  very  useful  bo  old  people 
who  can  no  longer  manage  bhe  household  dubies  because  of  infirmiby. 

Appeals  for  assisbance  from  bhe  Home  Help  Service  should 
be  made  bo  bhe  Divisional  Healbh  Office,  Norbh  Easb  Area, 

Council  Offices,  Charlbon  Kings  - Telephone  number 
Chelbenham  53746. 
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SMITAEY  CIRCUBilSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Urban  Districb  Council  is  v/ithin  bhe  sbabubory  waber  supply 
area  of  bhe  Chelbenham  Corporabion  Waber  Under bakihg.  The  supply 
was  sabisfacbory  bhroughoub  bhe  year  bobh  in  respecb  of  qualiby 
and  quanbiby. 

During  bhe  year  59  houses  were  connecbed  bo  bhe  public  waber 
mains,  comprising  5"^  new  houses  and  5 exisbing  houses. 

The  follovving  bable  gives  bhe  posibion  wibh  regard  bo  bhe  public 
supply.  Those  houses  which  are  nob  supplied  from  bhe  public  mains 
are  in  bhe  high  par bs  of  bhe  Disbrmcb,  where  privabe  piped  supplies 
from  nearby  springs  are  available. 


(a)  (b) 

Direct  Into  M 

Tobal  house  STandpipe 


1982  No.  of  houses  ) supplied  by  ( 177^  2 

) pub li c ( 

6020  No.  of  populabion  mains  ( 5552  6 


HOUSING 

Housing  Repairs  and  Renbs  Acb,  195'^» 

The  above  Acb,  which  came  inbo  operabion  on  bhe  50bh,Augusb 
195^,  con bains  imporbanb  new  provisions  for  wide ring  bhe  scope  of 
bhe  Governmenb’s  housing  policy.  The  Acb  provides  bhe  sbabubory 
povi/ers  needed  bo  implemenb  bhe  proposals  conbained  in  bhe  Whibe 
Paper  (Cmd.8998)  "Houses  - The  Nexb  Sbep",  published  in  November 
1955. 

Posb-war  housing  policy  has  so  far  been  mainly  direcbed  bo  bhe 
erecbion  of  new  houses,  wibh  libble  abbenbion  bo  bhe  condibion  of 
exisbing,  unfib  or  sub-sbandard  houses.  Ib  is  now  the  declared 
inbenbion  of  bhe  Governmenb  bo  assisb  Local  Aubhoribies  in 
carrying  oub  '^heir  sbabubory  responsibilibies  for  bhe  clearance 
and  replacemenb  of  unfib  houses,  bhe  securing  of  essenbial 
repairs,  and  the  encouragemen b of  improvemenbs  and  conversions. 
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Unbil  bhe  19  5^^  Acb  came  in  bo  force  bhe  only  guidance  given  bo 
Local  Anbhoribies  for  judging  bhe  fib  ness  of  houses  was  bhab,  in 
debermining  whebher  a house  vms  or  was  nob  fib  for  human  habibabion, 
regard  musb  be  had  bo  bhe  general  sbandard  of  housing  in  bhe  disbricb 
and  bo  bhe  requiremenbs  of  any  local  byelaws  in  force  wibhin  bhe 
dis  brie  b . 

Low  for  bhe  firsb  bime  bhere  will  be  a uniform  sbandard  of 
fibness  for  habibabion  applicable  bhroughoub  bhe  counbry. 

Seebion  9»  (1)  of  bhe  Acb  reads  as  followss- 

"In  debermining  for  any  of  bhe  purposes  of  bhe  principal  Acb 
whebher  a house  is  unfib  for  human  habibabion,  regard  shall  be  had 
bo  ibs  condi bion  in  respeeb  of  bhe  following  mabhers,  bhab  is  bo 
sav  - 

(a)  Repair 

(b)  sbabiliby 

(c)  freedom  from  damp 

(d)  nabural  lighbing 

(e)  venbilabion 

(f)  waber  supply 

(g)  drainage  and  sanibary  conveniences; 

(h)  facilibies  for  s borage,  preparabion  and  cooking  of  food  and 
for  bhe  disposal  of  wasbe  waber; 

and  bhe  house  shall  be  deemed  bo  be  unfib  as  aforesaid  if  and  only 
if  ib  is  so  far  defeebive  in  one  or  more  of  bhe  said  mabbers  bhab 
ib  is  nob  reasonably  suibable  for  occupabion  in  bhab  condi bion". 

Acbually  bhe  Acb  conbains  bhree  sbandards.  The  one  menbioned 
above,  and  generally  refigrred  bo  as  bhe  eighb-poinb  sbandard  of 
fibness,  bo  be  used  also  as  one  of  bhe  condi bions  governing  renb 
increases;  alesser  sbandard  bo  which  condemned  houses  may  be 
"pabched"  bo  render  bhem  "adequabe  for  bhe  bime  being";  and  a 
hi^er  bwelve-poinb  sbandard  bo  which  houses  musb  be  improved  bo 
qualify  for  improvemenb  granb.  This  sbandard  approximabes  bo  bhab 
of  a new  Council  hous-e. 

Improvemenb  Granbs  - Seebion  20,  Housing  Acb  19^9 s 

Seebion  16, Housing  Repairs  and  Renbs  Acb 

195A. 

The  new  Acb  widens  bhe  scope  of  bhe  provisions  relabing  bo 
improvemenb  granbs,  making  bhe  scheme  more  abbraebive  bo  would-be 
applicanbs.  The  lower  limib  of  cosb  of  works  eligible  for  granb  has 
been  reduced  bo* £100,  and  bhe  upper  limib  of  &800  has  been  removed, 
bhough  bhe  maximum  granb  allowable  is  sbill  £400.  The  period 

for  which  a dwelling,  improved  by  granb  aid  is  eirpecbed  bo  provide 
sabisfacbory  accommodabion  has  been  reduced  from  50  years  bo  15 
years.  Local  aubhoribies  are  now  empowered  bo  deal  wibh 
applica bions , and  decide  on  bhe  amounb  of  granb  wibhoub  reference 
bo  bhe  Minis bry. 

The  Minisber  urges  Councils  bo  do  all  in  bheir  power  bo 
popularise  bhe  scheme,  and  bo  encoura^  applica  bions  in  all  suibable 
cases • 
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There  is  no  doubb  bhab  bhere  are  a number  of  sub-s bandard 
houses  which  can  be  broughb  up  bo  a reasonable  sbandard  of  repair 
and  ameniby,  ab  bhe  same  bime  prevenbing  bheir  furbher  deberior  - 
abion  inbo  slums,  by  bhe  implemenbabion  of  bhe  improvemenb  granb 
provisions.  The  cosb  bo  bhe  Council  and  bo  bhe  nabional 
exchequer  is  a fracbion  of  bhe  cosb  of  providing  new  dwellings, 
and  once  a granb  has  been  made  and  bhe  dwelling  improve'd,  bhe  cosb 
of  mainbenance  falls  upon  bhe  privabe  owner,  and  nob  on  bhe 
aubhoribyas  is  bhe  case  wibh  bhe  Council  houses. 


REPORT  OF  3A1TITAEY  IITSFECTOR 

W.L.BOOY 


HOUSING 


1)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspecbion  were  considered 

bo  be  unfib  for  human  habibabion  ...  15 

2)  The  number  of  houses  bhe  defecbs  in  which  were  remedied  in 
consequence  of  informal  acbion  by  bhe  Local  Aubhoriby 

or  bheir  Officers  ...  14 


3)  The  number  of  represenbabions  made  bo  bhe  Local  Aubhoriby 
wibh  a view  bo  (a)  bhe  serving  of  no  bices  requiring  bhe 
execubion  of  works  or  (b)  bhe  making  of  demolibion  or 

closing  orders  ...(a)  4 

(b)  2 


4)  The  number  of  nobixss  served  requiring  bhe  execubion 

of  works  ...  ...  . . . ■ 12 

5)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fib  af ber 

service  of  formal  nobices  ...  ...  ...  0 

6)  The  number  of  demolibion  or  closing  orders  made  ...  0 

7)  The  number  of  houses  in  respecb  of  which  an  und eh baking 

was  accepbed  under  Secbion.  11, Housing  Acb  1956  •.*  2 

Housing  Acb  1954  ...  0 

8)  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ,5 

(H.B.  These  were  purchased  by  Council,  and 
bhe  benanbs  rehoused.) 
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HOUSING  LEGISLATION 


The  Hoi:ising  Repairs  and  Renbs  Acb  195^ » came  i.nbo  operabion 
on  bhe  JObh.Augnsb.  So  far  as  bhe  disbricb  is  concerned,  bhere 
are  very  few  houses  vvhich  will  warranb  demolibion.  The  increasing 
cosb  of  building  has  rendered  economic  bhe  renovabion  of  almos b 
any  -sbrucbure,  which  does  nob  form  parb  of  a cramped  berrace. 

As  mosb  of  bhe  smaller  cobbages  are  sibuabed  in  small  babches,wibh 
good-sized  gardens,  many  have  been  bhoroughly  overhauled  in  recenb 
years . 

The  Improvemenb  Granb  provisions  of  bhe  new  Acb  will  prove 
very  useful  in  aiding  bhe  renovabion  of  more  suibable  properbies 
of  bhis  bype,  Inberesb  in  bhis  parb  of  bhe  Acb  had  become  quibe 
marked  by  bhe  end  of  bhe  year. 

Two  Improvemenb  Granbs  were  made  during  bhe  year,  wibh  a much 
larger  number  of  projecbs  in  bhe  early  sbages  - from  enquiry  bo 
bhe  obbaining  of  benders. 

There  were  few  enquiries  from  benanbs  concerning  renb  increas- 
es , and  no  applicabions  for  "cerbif icabes  of  disrepair”  were 
received.  This  was  largely  expecbed  in  view  of  bhe  relabively 
small  number  of  benanbed  houses  in  bhe  area. 

Rehousing 

No  Council  Houses  'A/ere  complebed  during  195'^ » albhough  by  bhe 
end  of  bhe  year  a block  of  12  bwo-bedroom  flabs  was  nearing 
complebion.  These  flabs  were  builb  afber  an  analysis  of  bhe 
Council’s  lisbs  had  shown  bhab  bhe  majoriby  of  bhe  remaining 
applicanbs  had  small  families,  suibed  bo  bhis  bype  of  accommodabion 
Arrangemenbs  vmre  made  bowards  bhe  end  of  bhe  year  bo  erecb  a 
furbher  5G  flabs  of  a similar  bype. 

The  whole  of  bhe  Council’s  accommodabion  unbil  lasb  year 
consisbed  of  5 bedroom  houses.  Wibh  bhe  buildings  of  smaller 
dwellings,  bhe  Council’s  accommodabion  will  become  more  balanced, 
enabling  more  families  bo  be  housed  according  bo  bheir  require- 
menbs.  The  possibiliby  of  making  more  use  of  some  of  bhese 
houses  by  bransf erring  bheir  elderly  occupiers  bo  "oldpeople’s 
bungalows  or  flabs”,  was  considered  and  arrangemenbs  vjere  made  for 
bhe  3srecbion  of  a small  number  of  one-room  flabs,  as  an  experimenb. 


ROOD  RRMISES  & ROOD  HYGIENE 


Regular  visibs  were  made  bo  food  shops  and  similar  premises  bo 
ensure  compliance  wibh  bhe  Rood  & Drugs  Acb,  1938. 

The  number  of  premises  regisbered  under  Secbion  14  are  s- 

Regisbered  for  bhe  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  14 

Regisbered  for  manufacbure  of  sausages 
and  preserved  food 


12 


• « • 


• • » 


• o • 


2 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Meab  rabioniag  came  bo  an  end  in  July  195^,  and  bhe  resump bion 
of  privabe  slaughbering  afber  many  years  of  Governmenb  conbrol 
book  place. 

Throu^oub  bhe  period  of  conbrol  bhe  Chelbenham  Ababboir  had 
been  bhe  cenbralised  s laugh berho use  for  a wide  area,  including 
Chari  bon  Kings.  The  Council  vjere  sabisfied  bhab  bhe  facilibies 
offered  ab  bhis  esbab lishmenb  would  be  quibe  adequabe  afber  de- 
conbrol,  and  accordingly  passed  a resolubion  under  bhe  new  Acb  bo 
prevenb  bhe  opening  of  privabe  s laugh be rhouses  wibhin  bhe  area. 
The  arrangemenbs  have  .worked  well,  and  bhe  Chelbenham  Ababboir 
has  proved  quibe  capable  of  meebing  bhe  increased  demand. 

The  advanbages  of  a 100%  inspecbion  by  specialised  sanibary 
inside cbors  in  a cenbralised  esbablishmenb  of  bhis  kind  are  self 
evidenb. 

Rood  Condemned. 

The  amounb  of  unfib  food  surrendered  fell  considerably,  as 
resbricbions  on  bhe  re  bail  food  brade  were  loosened.  -■  ■ 

The  following  is  a lisb  of  bhe  food  condemned  during  bhe 
period  g- 


Carcase  meab 
Tinned  meab 
Ham 

Margarine 

Sundry  binned  goods 


60  lbs. 
15y2  lbs. 
14  lbs 
6/2  lbs 
5 


Milk  Supplies 

For  bhe  mosb  parb  milk  is  rebailed  by  suppliers  operabing  from 
adjoining  disbricbs.  The  disbricb  was  included  in  a "Specified 
Area"  from  bhe  Isb.Ocbober  195^*  Ttie  change  broughb  fev7  diffi- 
culbies  since  bhe  majoriby  of  milk  sold  for  some  yeais  had  been 
hobbled. 


Tv70  of  bhe  smaller  dairymen  made  arrangemenbs  bo  obbain  bheir- 
milk  ready  hobbled,  whilsb  one  producer-rebailer  had  bo  suspend 
re bail  sales  pending  bhe  raising  of  bhe  herd  bo  T.T.  s bandar d. 

The  posibion  now  is  blab  bhere  are  no  premises  regisbered 
as  dairies  wibhin  bhe  disbricb,  whilsb  bhe  number  of  disbribubors 
is  8, 


MOVEAELE  Dl'VELLIHGS 

The  demand  for  sibes  for  moveable  dwellings  again  showed  no 
marked  increase.  The  number  of  licensed  caravans  remaihed  more 
or  less  sbabic,  ab  around  10,  mosbly  on  individual  sibes, 
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Ib  is  bo  be  regrebbed  bhab  licencing  should  remain  unnecessarily 
complicabed,  wibh  bhe  overlapping  inberesbs  of  bhe  Sanibaary 
Aubhoriby  on  bhe  one  hand,  and  bhe  Town  Planning  Aubhoriby  on  bhe 
obher.  ' ’ , ' 


FACTCPIES  ACT  1937 


The  number  of  facbories  on  bhe  regisberis  22.  Wibh  few 
excepbions  all  are  small  concerns  employing  only  one  or  bwo 
workers . 

The  major! by  were  visibed  during  bhe  year. 


RODMT  CONTROL 

The  Council's  scheme  inbroduced  in  April  1951?  under  bhe 
Frevenbion  of  Damage  by  Fesbs  Acb  19^9?  conbinued  bo  operabe 
successfully. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  bhe  annual  reporb  submibbed 
bo  bhe  Minis  bry  of  Agriculbure  and  Fisheries  for  bhe  period 
March  195^  - March  195 5 • 


* 

No. 

of  proper bies  inspecbed  s- 

a) 

Upon  Complainb  ... 

# • » « 

67 

b) 

By  Survey  

9 • • • 

710 

No. 

of  properbies  found  bo  be 

infesbed 

0 

o 

a) 

By  rabs 

• • • • 

75 

t 

b) 

By  mice  

• *00 

65 

> The  incidence  of  rabs  and  mice  has  sbeadily  decreased  during 

bhe  lasb  bvjo  bo  bhree  years,  as  aresulb  of  bhe  acbive  measures 
baken.  This  general  clearance  of  rabs  in  bhe  area  was  emphasised 
by  bhe  resulbs  of  bhe  lasb  sewer  breabmenb,  which  showed  bhab 
only  Tlilo  of  bhe  manholes  were  inf es bed,  whilsb  bhe  inibial 
breabmenb  in  1952  showed  some  75%  to  be  infesbed. 
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